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Background 
 

This collection of screen shots of user interface windows and dialog boxes in Synfire Pro Version 1.66 

build #3 was captured in a Windows 7 64 bit environment in February 2013 by Robert Wheeler, a Synfire 

user. The interface may look different in a Macintosh computer environment. 

 

This is not an official Cognitone document. The interface design is copyright Cognitone and is presented 

here only as a supplement to the official Synfire User Manual and as a learning and reference resource 

for Synfire users.  

 

Although most windows and dialog boxes have been captured, this document does not claim to be 

comprehensive. Many of the windows and dialog boxes can be opened in multiple ways. This document 

attempts to document some of the ways. Some windows have multiple sub-tabs. Not all sub-tabs are 

displayed in this document.  

 

Although the interface components are grouped as “windows” and as “dialog” elements, classification 

has been arbitrary. “Dialog” has been used for interface boxes that don’t have a visible menu in the 

Windows environment and that have fewer interactive elements. “Window” has been used mostly for 

interface boxes that do have a visible menu when opened in the Windows environment. 

 

“Ctrl” has been used as an abbreviation for the Windows “control” key. In Macintosh environment this 

would be the “command” key. The “+” symbol indicates holding down the first key and next key 

simultaneously. The “>” symbol indicates steps to follow in a sequence of menu choices. The “=>” 

symbol indicates that the prior menu choice should result in opening the window or dialog box. 
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Arrangement window 
 

Empty, ready for entering or importing content: 

 

 
 

How to open Arrangement window 

Run Synfire program (arrange is default window when program runs) 

Double click program icon =>         OR  

Start > Programs > Cognitone > Synfire =>      OR 

My computer > C: > Program files (x86) > Cognitone > synfire > synfire.exe =>   OR 

Arrange window > File > New > Arrangement (Ctrl + N) =>     OR 

Arrange window > File > Last Used File > click file =>      OR 

Launcher window > Arrange => 
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Arrange window displaying example content included with Synfire: 
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Instrument Tab 

 

Instrument sub-tabs (sound, ranges, misc.) 

      

  

Note: the Ranges function can be found in 

multiple places: 

 Instrument tab 

 Mixer tab, instrument sub-tab 

 Audio & MIDI setup window, Device 

descriptions tab 

 Audio & MIDI setup window, Global 

instruments tab 

 Instrument properties dialog 

 Arrange window buttons 

 Scaleboard dialog buttons 
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Container Tab 
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Parameter Area 

The parameter area consists of the parameter block and the parameter inspector. 

 

 

Parameter block and parameter inspector tab 

        
Parameter block sections expand or collapse by click on section header; use mouse wheel to scroll 

parameter block when necessary. Inspector content varies depending on parameter selected. 

Note: parameter inspector has sub-

tabs for some parameters. 
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Progression tab: 

 

Progression sub-tabs (harmony, scheme, layer, scale selection preferences) 
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Harmonizer tab 
Arrange window, click Harmonizer tab       OR 

Menu, Phrase > Harmonize => (caution, this approach opens tab, not separate window) 
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Mixer tab: 

 

Mixer sub-tabs (sound, ranges, misc.) 
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Launcher window 
Menu > Window > Launcher =>  
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Audio & MIDI Setup window 

How to open Audio & MIDI Setup window 

Ctrl + Shift + A           OR 

Launcher window, [Setup] =>         OR 

Menu, Playback > Audio & MIDI Setup … =>       OR 

Preferences window, Instruments Tab, Audio & MIDI Setup section, [Open Setup Window] =>  OR 

Catalog window > Playback > Audio & MIDI Setup … => 

 

Device Descriptions tab 
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Ports tab 
Content displayed will depend on attached equipment and installed plug-ins. 

 
 

Shared rack subtab 
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Global instruments tab 

 

Sub-tabs (sound, ranges, mix) 

       
 



  
Page 16 

 
  

Settings tab 

 
 

Preferences Window 

How to open Preferences window 

Menu, Edit > Preferences =>      Tabs: License, User interface, Files, Defaults, Scales, Instruments, Online 

License tab 
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User Interface tab 

 

Files tab 
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Defaults tab 

 

Scales tab 

 

Instruments tab 

 

Online tab (how often program looks for updates) 

 

Note: opens Audio & MIDI Setup 

window 
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Library window 
Menu, File > New > Library 

 

Phrase Window 
Menu, File > New > Phrase =>    OR 

Menu, File > Convert > Extract Phrase => 
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Phrase Pool window 
Menu, File > New > Phrase Pool => 

 

 

Palette window 
Menu, File > New > Palette => 
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Progression window 
Menu, File > New > Progression => 

 

 

Sketch window 
Menu, File > New > Sketch => 
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Convert to Sketch window 
Menu, File > Convert > Create Sketch => 

 

Extract Progression window 
Menu, File > Convert > Extract Progression => 
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Catalog of Chords and Scales window 
Menu, Edit > Catalog of Chords and Scales => 
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Dialog Boxes 

Open dialog (open project, rack, libraries, palettes, phrases, files, … ) 
Ctrl + O    OR 

Menu, File > Open => 

 

Save dialog 
Menu, File > Save =>    OR 

Menu, File > Save as => 
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Open MIDI file dialog 
Menu, File > Import > Standard MIDI file =>  OR 

Menu, Phrase > Import … => 

 

Export MIDI file dialog 
Menu, File > Export > Standard MIDI file =>  OR 

Menu, Container > Export > Standard MIDI file => 
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Export MusicXML dialog 
Menu, File > Export > Notation MusicXML… =>  OR 

Menu, Container > Export > Notation MusicXML 

 

Export LilyPond dialog 
Menu, File > Export > Notation LilyPond … =>  OR 

Menu, Container > Export > Notation LilyPond => 

 

Scale Selection Preferences dialog 
Menu, Edit > Scale Selection Preferences => 
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Container Rename dialog 
Menu, Container > Rename => 

 

Instrument Properties dialog 
Menu, Instrument > Properties => 

 

Instrument Articulations dialog 
Menu, Instrument > Articulations => 
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Instrument Controllers dialog 
Menu, Instrument > Controllers … => 

 

Circle of Fifths dialog 
Menu, Window > Circle of Fifths => 

 

Harmonic Content dialog 
Menu, Window > Harmonic Content => 
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Fretboard dialog 
Menu, Window > String Instrument =>  OR 

Menu, Window > String Instrument (landscape) => 

                         

Keyboard dialog 
Menu, Window > Keyboard => 

 

Scaleboard dialog 
Menu, Window > Scaleboard => 
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Console dialog 
Menu, Window > Console => 

 

About dialog 
Menu, Help > About => 

 


